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Controlled vocabulary 
covering all areas of interest 
of FAO. 

One of the most used 
thesaurus in food and 
agriculture in the world. 



+38,100 concepts

801,000 terms

aligned to +20 datasets 

up to 40 languages
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Index electronic information resources:

● Tag content in websites, e.g. integrating AGROVOC as a taxonomy 
● Facilitate search engine discovery
● Reference for translations
● Linking datasets and enhancing access to open data
● Standardization of agricultural information data and services

AGROVOC concepts can be used by repositories to tag published 
articles and datasets, to make it easier for researchers to find them.  
They can also be used to explain the semantics of the concepts used in 
columns within a dataset. 



● To share data, shared understanding of meaning and unambiguous 
terminology is needed. 

● Content and metadata needs to be of high quality and standardised, so it 
can be shared and re-used.

● Use international standards for terms like countries, regions, languages; 
AGROVOC subject terms.

Helps make information to be findable, accessible, inter-operable and 
re-usable (FAIR)



Linked Data is structured data which is interlinked with other data 
becoming more useful through semantic queries.

When data can be freely used and distributed by anyone (subject only to 
the requirement to attribute and share-alike), it is called Open Data.

AGROVOC thesaurus content is now released under the international 
licence CC BY IGO 3.0





Aligning vocabularies

AGROVOC and WorldFish looking at mapping keywords to datasets:





*Min 150 terms. Coverage depends on editor network. More languages in system. 

Arabic

Burmese

Catalan

Chinese

Czech

Danish

Dutch

English

Estonian

Finnish 

French

Georgian

German

Greek

Hindi

Hungarian

Italian

Japanese

Khmer

Korean

Lao

Latin

Malay

Norwegian 
bokmål

Norwegian 
nynorsk

Persian

Polish

Portuguese and 
Brazilian Portuguese

Romanian

Russian

Serbian

Slovak

Spanish

Swahili

Swedish

Telugu

Thai

Turkish

Ukrainian

Vietnamese
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http://digital.bms.rs/ebiblioteka/


The AGROVOC editorial community 
suggests new concepts, terms and 
definitions. 

Editors represent an institution. Work 
done on volunteer basis.  Editors may 
manage a language, and/or a topic, like 
soil, fisheries, or land governance. Some 
have an expert network contributing.

Distributed editing and shared online platform (VocBench).
Discussions often needed. 
Suggestions also welcome by email. 



All suggestions are reviewed in VocBench and validated by the FAO/AGROVOC team. Also 
checked; definitions, alignments, terms in UN languages.

If approved, the new information will appear in the next release of AGROVOC, published 
monthly.



"desuckering"@en
"phytosanitary capacity building"@en
"bird nests"@en
"crop wild relatives"@en
"briquetting"@en
"Rangifer tarandus"@en
"socioeconomic impact"@en
"Juniperus chinensis"@en
"seaweed meal"@en
"food consumption statistics"@en
"responsible investment in agriculture"@en
"social safety nets"@en
"food losses"@en
"child advocacy"@en
"risk coping strategies"@en
"risk transfer"@en
"microbiological risk assessment"@en

"leaf mulches"@en
"field area"@en
"short term experiments"@en
"sequence experiments"@en
"trussing"@en
"single cycle experiments"@en
"square lattice design"@en
"strip plot design"@en
"lattice design"@en
"alpha lattice design"@en
"decent work"@en
"mushroom composts"@en
"spent mushroom composts"@en
"chain harrows"@en
"tine harrows"@en
"pesticide exposure"@en
"public safety"@en



Adding COVID-19 content

Sources used for concepts, definitions and translations included World Health 
Organization (WHO) websites, FAO website and FAOTERM, the UNBIS Thesaurus, 
EuroVoc and Inter-Active Terminology for Europe (IATE). Trusted sources key.



Adding COVID-19 translations

The AGROVOC editors also encouraged 
to use trusted sources, like ministries of 
health.

Definitions are essential for shared 
understanding and reducing ambiguity 
(here, from WHO). 

The vocabulary used must be 
understood by everyone, and it is 
important that consistent terminology 
is used. 



Sub-vocabularies like LandVoc, ASFA and 
FAOLEX concepts are now part of 
AGROVOC. These can have different 
hierarchies, but shared infrastructure, 
so concepts use the same AGROVOC 
unique resource identifier (URI), 
translations and definitions.

Curation not only of a language but a 
subject: aquatic sciences and fisheries, 
land governance, law and policies.



These schemes provide a way for an expert community to have their 
sub-vocabulary with customized hierarchy, using AGROVOC concepts. Note: 
all concepts have to be AGROVOC concepts. 

In this way, AGROVOC concepts can belong to other schemes and appear in 
different hierarchies. 

All concepts will have a valid AGROVOC URI that will be resolved via the 
AGROVOC infrastructure (Loddy, to be precise).



When a user is modifying a concept (e.g. adding or changing a translation) in a 
given scheme, the user is not editing data only for that scheme; the user is 
editing the data associated to a concept, so changes will be seen in ALL schemes 
containing the concept.

New schemes benefit from translations and alignments already in AGROVOC. At 
the same time, AGROVOC is enriched with this new vocabulary, which needs to 
be mapped to AGROVOCs hierarchy. Influx of new expertise, shared curation. 
AGROVOC is interested in working with relevant specialized communities.







AGROVOC data can be accessed in different ways:

● AGROVOC EDITORS use VocBench to edit AGROVOC 
● AGROVOC HUMAN USERS consult mainly SKOSMOS GUI to search 

concepts and navigate the hierarchy, or SPARQL

 
● LEGACY TOOLS still interact with SOAP Web Services.
● AUTOMATIC TOOLS consult SKOSMOS APIs, URI resolution or SPARQL 

endpoint





Contact us! agrovoc@fao.org
Follow along on Twitter @AIMS_Community #AGROVOC
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